Small Group Discussion Guide for Episode 4:
Breaking Ground

Objective:

This guide is designed to help your small group explore Episode 4 by focusing on the Essentials of
Chase the Strays and Abide in Christ. Integrating the Head, Heart, and Hands model, it
encourages participants to reflect on reaching those who have drifted from faith while fostering a
deep, daily connection with God.

Opening Prayer:
Start with a prayer, asking for God’s guidance in understanding how to pursue those who have
strayed from the faith and to deepen each person’s relationship with Him.

Watch the Video:
Watch Episode 4 together, paying attention to moments where people are pursued back into the faith
community and how an abiding relationship with God is emphasized.

Discussion Questions:

Head (Understanding and Knowledge)

Chase the Strays (Ezekiel 34:4 | Church Sphere):

In Episode 4, the testimony highlights intentional efforts to pursue individuals who have drifted away
from church or faith. This reflects the heart of Jesus, who values and seeks out those who have
strayed.

e How does the testimony in this episode demonstrate the importance of seeking out those
who have drifted from the faith? What are some ways the church community reached out to
those who were missing?

e How can we develop a mindset that actively looks out for those who may feel disconnected
from the church?

Read: Ezekiel 34:4
e What does this passage reveal about God’s heart for those who have strayed?
e How can we embody this mindset in our church, looking out for and caring for those who
may be distancing themselves?

Abide in Christ (John 15:4-5 | Abide Sphere):
This episode also underscores the need for individuals to have a personal, abiding relationship with
God as a foundation for staying connected to faith.
e In what ways did the testimony illustrate the importance of abiding in Christ for spiritual
growth and resilience?
e How does staying connected to Christ help prevent individuals from straying or feeling
isolated in their faith?


https://youtu.be/qXJJYRVAI9U
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EZK.34.4.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EZK.34.4.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/JHN.15.4-5.NIV

Read:_John 15:4-5
e What does it mean to “abide” in Christ, and why is it essential for bearing fruit?
e How can abiding in Christ daily impact our relationships within the church and beyond?

Heart (Personal Transformation and Growth)

Chase the Strays (Luke 15:4-7 | Spiritual Realm Sphere):
Jesus’ parable of the lost sheep demonstrates His love for each individual who strays, emphasizing
the value of every soul.
e How does understanding God'’s love for the lost and strayed challenge our perspectives on
reaching out to those who have drifted?
e Who in your life may be spiritually distant or disconnected? How can you extend God’s love
to them in a meaningful way this week?

Read: Luke 15:4-7
e How does this parable illustrate God’s relentless pursuit of each individual?
e How can we emulate this pursuit in our small group, reaching out to those who may be
disconnected?

Abide in Christ (Philippians 4:6-7 | Spiritual Realm Sphere):
Abiding in Christ fosters peace and resilience in the midst of life’'s challenges, helping individuals
remain rooted in faith.
e How can prayer and surrender to God strengthen our relationship with Him? What impact
does this have on our spiritual growth and stability?
e How has abiding in Christ helped you personally navigate challenges, and how can you
encourage others to do the same?

Read: Philippians 4:6-7
e How does this passage encourage us to rely on God during difficult times?
e What practical steps can we take to cultivate a life of abiding and peace?

Hands (Action and Application)

Chase the Strays (James 5:19-20 | World Sphere):
Pursuing those who have strayed is an active expression of love, demonstrating God’s heart for
reconciliation.
e \What are some practical ways you can reach out to someone who may have drifted from
faith or from the church community?
o Reflecting on the World Sphere, how can you be intentional about creating welcoming
spaces where people feel safe to reconnect with faith?

Read: James 5:19-20
e Why is it important to bring back someone who has strayed, according to this passage?
e How can we be both gentle and persistent in encouraging people back to a relationship with
Christ?


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/JHN.15.4-5.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/LUK.15.4-7.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/LUK.15.4-7.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/PHP.4.6-7.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/PHP.4.6-7.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/JAS.5.19-20.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/JAS.5.19-20.NIV

Abide in Christ (Colossians 2:6-7 | Home and Church Spheres):
An abiding relationship with Christ is built through daily devotion, affecting every area of life and
enabling individuals to stay connected with God and the church.

e What daily practices can you commit to this week to deepen your relationship with God?
How can this abiding relationship impact your family and community?

e How can we encourage each other as a small group to stay rooted in Christ, supporting one
another in our spiritual journeys?

Read: Colossians 2:6-7

e How does this passage encourage us to be “rooted and built up” in Christ?
e What steps can you take this week to grow in faith and deepen your relationship with God?

Practical Application:

Chase the Strays (Luke 15:4-7):
Challenge group members to reach out to someone they know who may feel disconnected from the
church or faith community this week, offering encouragement and a chance to reconnect.
e Who can you reach out to this week to check in on and encourage back into connection with
the church?

Abide in Christ (John 15:4-5):
Encourage each group member to commit to a specific habit that will help them abide in Christ daily,
whether through prayer, Bible study, or personal worship.

e What is one new habit you can commit to this week that will deepen your relationship with
God?

Closing Prayer (5 minutes):

Close the discussion with a prayer, asking God for the courage to chase after those who have
strayed and the commitment to abide in Him daily. Pray specifically for those individuals the group is
seeking to reconnect with the church.


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/COL.2.6-7.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/COL.2.6-7.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/LUK.15.4-7.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/JHN.15.4-5.NIV

